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itself with new economical principles and experiments in govern-
ing ; may allow chronic revolt to run on in a province, on the
chance of its wearing itself out, and may be indifferent to the
general weakening of the executive power, and to the relaxing of
the bonds of empire which may ensue. But Asiatic constitu-
tions cannot stand such treatment, and rulers are obliged to be
much more cautious in handling rough conglomerate masses
of tribes and sects. Nor can it be denied that civilization,
whatever be its benefits to Asia, acts as a disintegrating force
among the first principles which lie at the base of all Asiatic
governments, where the corner-stone is usually the divine right
of kings. However this may be, the Chinese -have certainly
succeeded in organizing scientific methods of administration
without disturbing primitive ideas; an experiment of great
interest to the English, who have before them a problem not
altogether dissimilar. China has had, moreover, the good
fortune of lying beyond the full sweep of the destructive waves
of Mahomedan invasion, which spent their force on her
extreme frontier; so she escaped the deluge which has sepa-
rated all "Western Asia into two distinct periods, and has
operated, wherever it spread, a complete interruption of
political continuity. And while her religions have thus re-
tained their natural variety, and have escaped being crushed
out or overlaid by the dead levelling power of Islam, China
has attained this superiority over India, that she succeeded
centuries ago in bringing her religious doctrines and wor-
ships into practical co-operation with her secular organiza-
tion. It would *seem as if the lavish fertility with which
Indian soil p* duces religious ideas and forms has hindered
them from, being turned to account and built up into any great
religious system; or else that India has never had n-native
government large and strong enough to organize Brahmanism
as a foundation and support of its authority, as thje Chinese
have enlisted their ancient Pantheon into the State's service ;
while it does not appear that Indian religions have ever been
pressed into the service of morality. The only great State
religion and organized Church which ever throve in India-
was Buddhism; and it is precisely this religion which, after